2/4/2026, 10:18 AM

WQ KB IKE S B5le  2026.03

THE GREEN EARTH eNEWSISENSIRES

> O FF B USR58 e 1 E

SUSTAINABLE POLICY RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT

(HFEEREMERRS) RIKREBBRWEE A2 R EE SRR
Hong Kong’s 2024 Waste Report Falls Short:
Plastic Bottle Recycling Figures Still Missing
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The Environmental Protection Department (EPD) published its "Monitoring of Solid Waste in Hong
Kong 2024" in December 2025. However, the report has yet to fully disclose the recycling and
disposal figures for items covered by the Producer Responsibility Scheme, which currently
includes a range of products and is set to expand to plastic beverage bottles. The Green Earth
(TGE) believes the EPD should release relevant data as soon as possible, so the public can
assess the scheme’s performance in waste reduction and recycling. Furthermore, the report did
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not analyze the composition of food waste. The EPD should conduct such research and work with
the community to develop effective waste reduction measures.
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EPD Rolls Out RVMs and Bulk Recycling at Supermarkets;
TGE Urges Careful Legislation to Prevent Foreign Waste Mixing
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As Hong Kong prepares to implement Producer
Responsibility Schemes (PRS) for plastic
beverage containers and cartons, the
Environmental Protection Department (EPD)
has been installing Reverse Vending Machines
(RVMs) and setting up manual recycling points
in supermarkets since October 2025.

After testing the manual recycling points, TGE
believes the trial period should be extended and
better promoted to encourage public and staff
feedback on procedures and arrangements.
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The EPD has also approved “bulk recycling” for
plastic bottles and cartons. TGE is concerned
this could allow imported waste to be mixed in
and urges the authorities to include specific
safeguards in future legislation to prevent
loopholes.
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The Green Earth Turns Ten: Planting Trees & Giving Thanks
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As Spring arrives and all things renew, The Green Earth is actively preparing for a new year of
tree planting!

This year marks the 10th anniversary of The Green Earth, and the young seedlings at our planting
sites are an integral part of our environmental mission. We’re kicking off the celebrations with a
tree-planting event at our planting site, inviting everyone to share the joy alongside our little
seedlings! Whether you’re a new friend or longtime supporter, we warmly welcome you to donate
and sponsor a sapling, join our Tree Planting Thanksgiving Day, visit The Green Earth Woodland,
and learn about our tree-planting work.

Founding members Mr. Edwin Lau and Mr. Hahn Chu, together with the current team, will gather
with everyone under the forest canopy to reminisce about The Green Earth, share stories, and
celebrate our 10th anniversary.

Event Details:

Date: 12 April 2026 (Sunday)

Time: 12:15-17:00

Tree Planting Location: Yuen Tun, Tai Lam Country Park — The Green Earth Charity Woodland
Assembly and Dismissal Point: Tsuen Wan MTR Station

Open to Ages 6 and above

Learn more about TGE 10th Anniversary Planting Day

EEMEZRLIESE Lunar New Year Mountain Cleanup Report
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Following the Lunar New Year long holiday, The Green Earth and over 20 volunteers organized
the “Trail Support Team — New Year Big Cleanup & Trail Survey Action” on two popular hiking
trails — MacLehose Trail (Section 2) and Sunset Peak on Lantau Trail (Section 2). We collected
66 pounds of litter, conducted trail surveys and waste audits, and discovered unimaginable items
like diapers discarded along the trails, highlighting the trail litter problem during extended holidays.
Strengthening education to boost hikers’ “Leave No Trace” awareness will help alleviate this issue.

Thanks to our volunteers who braved scorching sun, strong winds, and thick fog to clean the trails
and record waste types and quantities, supporting our #SustainableTrails and #LeaveNoTrace
campaigns.
We hope that every hiker leaves no trace on the trail!
New Year Big Cleanup & Trail Survey Action Recap (in Chinese)
MRS - FEDE X BRI

Shenzhen—-Hong Kong Exchange: Handcrafted Trails and Leave No Trace
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POK FU LAM COUNTRY PARK
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At the end of last year and beginning of this year, The Green Earth was invited by Shenzhen’s
“Dreamland Ecological Landscape” (154 & &= #1) to conduct environmental education and trail
restoration exchange activities.

In December 2025, we served as mentors for the “Little Trail Master Programme” hosted by the
Futian District Urban Management and Comprehensive Law Enforcement Bureau, leading 20
children aged 8-12 in experiential “Leave No Trace” (LNT) learning activities. Through interactive
games, they explored and reflected on the meaning of LNT principles.

In January 2026, our “Build Your Own Trail” volunteer team joined Dreamland for the first
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collaborative handcrafted trail workshop. We worked with local volunteers on Section 8 of

Kunpeng Trail to repair a steep, eroded slope caused by heavy foot traffic and trail widening. After
discussing solutions together, we built a set of safe steps for hikers.

We hope to expand sustainable trails and Leave No Trace messaging further through future cross-
regional exchanges.

Mg B R0l B KBUEENHEE Green Events Certification Scheme: Helping
Major Events Cut Waste for True Sustainability
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In an era where ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance) principles are widely championed,
are the large-scale events you attend truly environmentally responsible benchmarks for our time,
or merely superficial image exercises? Even as a participant, you can spot the difference from
these three key details:

1. Waste as Resources: Smart event planning turns waste into resources. Check the amount
and types of waste left behind to gauge the organizer’s waste reduction and recycling
efforts.

2. Paperless Promotion: Printing thousands of brochures when everyone reads online—isn’t
that wasteful? True sustainability goes digital.

3. Reusable Materials: Recycling is a start, but reusing materials and equipment is the real
benchmark.

Learn More About Green Events Certification Scheme
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GREEN CORPORATE ENGAGEMENT

MEILFRE2026) RIFECHEE
Walk the Talk 2026: An Eco-Hiking Challenge
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Leave No Trace
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THE GREEN EARTH

Leave
No Trace
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Walk the Talk 2026 is an eco-hiking challenge organised by The Green Earth to encourage
participants to follow the seven Leave No Trace (LNT) principles: clean up litter and conduct
waste audits while hiking. This raises awareness of local biodiversity, helps protect trails and
country parks, and provides data to highlight trail waste issues.

Our “Green Trail Guidebook” includes 10 recommended cleanup routes, LNT principles, gear lists,
and more —perfect for corporate teams, friends, or families. Register now for a chance to win great
prizes!

Join us to build a cleaner, more sustainable green future.

Register now: corp@greenearth.org.hk / 3708 8380

TGE x ForeverGift 5 T—{BIEXEEFAX
TGE x ForeverGift: Building a Sustainable Future for the Next Generation
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“What if one day | suddenly suffer a stroke, fall into a coma, or lose mental capacity — could my
loved ones act fast to cover my living and medical expenses?”

“As life nears its end, | don’t want my family to feel guilty for making difficult decisions. How can |
make my wishes clear in advance?”
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“To make things easier for my loved ones and avoid future disputes — or even to donate part of
my estate to support environmental protection — what can | do?”

The Green Earth and ForeverGift are co-hosting the free “Three Instruments of Peace” Legal
Seminar. ForeverGift co-founder Lawyer Ryanne Lai will explain in Cantonese how a Will,
Enduring Power of Attorney, and Advance Medical Directive can ensure your wishes are
respected and free your family from unnecessary burdens.

Join us with your loved ones to plant a “Green Seed” — ensuring fuller protection for your family,
and a lasting legacy for our planet.

Event Details

Date : 21 May 2026 (Thursday)
Time : 3:00pm - 5:00pm
Location : Lai Chi Kok
Language : Cantonese

Register NOW
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LATEST NEWS

FRAFIHEFS IR - BESSRBEZIBUEBIRER
Dr Frederick Lee Appointed TGE Chairperson; Board Thanks Professor Alexis
Lau for His Contributions
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Professor Alexis Lau led The Green Earth for five and a half years. Due to his increasingly heavy
personal workload, he tendered his resignation as Chairperson to the Board on 21 February 2026,
fearing he could no longer adequately manage organizational affairs. The Board approved his
resignation at the 25 February meeting.

The Board immediately elected Dr. Frederick Lee as the new Chairperson, effective 1 March 2026
until this year’s Annual General Meeting.
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The Board extends heartfelt appreciation to Professor Lau for his leadership and contributions to
The Green Earth over the past five and a half years.

The profile of Dr. Frederick Lee can be found here.
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10th Anniversary Logo

\

102 'ldét I'H ﬁz

THE GREEN EARTH
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To commemorate the tenth anniversary of The Green Earth, the organisation has specially
launched an anniversary logo to mark this important milestone. Designed by Mr David Lo, our Vice
Chairperson, the logo is based on the organisation’s original emblem and incorporates linear
elements forming the number “10”.

The five lines on the left-hand side, progressing from fine to bold, symbolise the gradual
accumulation and steady growth achieved over the past decade. They also resemble tree rings,
representing the passage of time, with each line signifying two years. Together, they bear witness
to Green Earth’s journey from a small start-up organisation to a practical and community-focused
environmental group in Hong Kong in ten years' time.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all sectors for their long-standing support. Looking ahead, let us
continue to work hand in hand to safeguard our environment. A series of tenth anniversary
activities will be held throughout the year. Please stay tuned to our website and social media
platforms for the latest updates.
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